Pentecostals
	Pentecostalism 
	A strand of Christianity that is charismatic (has a strong emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit) and evangelical (focused on conversion with a fundamentalist approach to the Bible). 


· The significant increases in the Pentecostal figures can be attributed to factors such as the lively nature of its worship, its emphasis on contemporary music, the strong sense of community and spiritual support it provides, the charismatic leaders which lead the congregation and the clear cut answers it provides for times of uncertainty. 

· Pentecostalism is an evangelical (fundamentalist and focused on conversion) and charismatic (a strong emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit) strand of the Christian religion. 

· The slow down in the increase of Pentecostal figures in the last 10 years can be attributed to the 'revolving door syndrome' which recognises that large numbers of Pentecostals remain with the Church for a relatively short period of time and because many Pentecostals were encouraged by their leaders to write "Australian Christian Church" rather than "Pentecostal" on the 2001 census. 

· The majority of Pentecostals have moved from another Protestant denomination to join the Pentecostal group. 

· Pentecostal is the term used to describe Christian denominations which have a strong emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit (speaking in tongues, healing, prophecy etc). 

· They are often relatively small groups which provides for more personal interaction, they also have lively worship. 

· Pentecostalism is the fastest growing Christian group. 

· Most Pentecostals have switched to the group from another Christian denomination. Many leave again after about 2 years - this is known as the 'revolving door syndrome'. 

Explain the factors that have led to the growth in Pentecostalism in Australia. (5 marks, 150 words)
Pentecostalism is a charismatic and evangelical strand of Christianity that has shown rapid growth over the last few decades. This can be attributed to various factors. One reason for its popularity is the feeling that traditional Christian denomination are out of touch with modern society with staid worship and irrelevant preaching. Pentecostalism's slick use of contemporary music and lively worship is often attractive to younger people. A second reason for their growth is that Pentecostal groups provide a strong sense of community and spiritual support. They often are based around a charismatic leader who is a dynamic and relevant communicator. A third reason for the popularity of Pentecostalism is because it provides definitive, clear cut answers to complex difficulties faced by contemporary society. Pentecostalism has also grown because it provides worshippers with spiritual experiences in the form of 'praying in tongues' and prophecy. Finally, Pentecostalism is increasingly popular as it often promises miraculous healings and prosperity to people who have faith.

