








  
· The definition provides the common ground on which you should construct the debate. It should therefore be neutral. It should not advantage one side or the other.
· It should explain what you mean by the topic so that you can argue the case. This is more important than it sounds, remember, if it’s not supported by the definition, then it can’t be part of your argument.
· There are only two grounds for disagreeing with the opposition’s definition: the definition is (1) illogical or (2) unreasonable.
· If you disagree with the definition then you MUST do an “even if” argument. This is where you pretend that you agree with the definition in order to show why their case is still weak.
· EVEN IF EXAMPLE: 

TOPIC: That we should keep off the grass. If one team has defined the debate as environment and the other team thinks its about drugs, then each team must follow two steps.
1. Disagree with the definition and show why yours is better.
2. Pretend that the debate is about the other issue and tell the audience why their case is still bad. If you defined it as drugs, then you have to say, “even if we accept that this debate is about environment, the opposition’s case is still weak because………”after refuting, you return to your own case.




Your team line must:
· Answer to the questions posed by the topic
· Summarise the points you are going to make
· Prove the topic
· Be simple and easy to understand


Your team line should not:
· Be poetry/ a “catchy” saying that only catches the surface meaning.
· Be a question





Don’t just tell your audience that the opposition’s case is ‘wrong’ - they want to know WHY.
Critique the argument – not the speaker or the examples.
Things to look for:
· Facts
· Generalisations
· Factual inaccuracies
· Case shifts
· Poor logic
· Shopping lists
· Sliding definition
· Argument doesn’t prove the topic
· No connection between the argument and the team line
· Lack of factual proof

Framework


This is an argument, so your aim is to convince people. You should try to adopt  a manner with which you are comfortable.


Adressing the audience


The ONLY line you should use: "Good evening Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen".


Don't's


Read you palm cards - for 3 reasons:
1. it bores your adjudicator (bad idea!)


Do's


Eye contact


Voice modulator - pitch, speed,tone





Look like you care.


Gestures


Pause


2. it makes you look unprepared and less committed.


3. It prevents you from arguing effectively.


Speak in monotone


Perform and act out scenes


Talk loudly while another person is speaking














Your case must be more than facts


Without supporting evidence, your statement will carry no weight.


Facts on their own do not win debates


Keep material relevant


Facts should be used to support your argument


The value of matter is in how it is used to further your argument. Your material must be bothe logical and relevant in order to be awarded points.







Failure to engage with the oppositions case. 


Debating is an argument, not an exercise in putting one point of view across.


Poor use of matter.


Either there isn't any; you need more than a winning smile and personality to prove your case.


Or the matter is used inappropriately; having lots of facts will not help you unless they are connected to your argument.


Failure to structure a case.


Even good arguments get lost because they remain undeveloped.


Teams with fantastic cases will lose if the do not engage with the opposition's point of view.


Don't just attack things are 'wrong', look for the points at which the arguments intersect.


That is, identify the issue and then explain to the audience how and why your argument defeats the opposition's argument.
Good structure is often the hidden element which determines who wins.
 Without structure, even the most brilliant points ill not score many points.




