Origins
















Principal Beliefs
· Historical and cultural context
(outline)







-  Principal beliefs: divinity and humanity of Jesus (outline)
· Principal events of Jesus’ life (examine)







-  Importance of the death and resurrection of Jesus (explain)
· Jesus as model of Christian life (explain)






-  Beliefs about nature of God and Trinity (outline)
· Early Christian communities (describe)







-  Christian understanding of revelation (examine)
· Unique features of Christian denominations (outline)





-  Christian understanding of salvation (describe)
· Sectarian rivalry between Jewish sects, Messianic expectations, Roman power.


* Christological controversies: divinity and humanity of Jesus.   
· Preaching the kingdom of God in parables; conflict with authorities; death and resurrection.

* Jesus dying for our sins; death as an integral part of the human condition. 
· Prayer, service to others, advocate for the poor, loving and forgiving.



* Jesus’ resurrection and ascension: overcoming human mortality (eternal life).
· Strong ethics in the Hebrew scriptures; Beatitudes and the Golden Rule.



* God is One, existing as three persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit.
· Realisation of God's vision for the world: love, peace, justice.




* Father (Hebrew scriptures); Son (Christian scriptures); Holy Spirit (Church).
· Infant Christian community:  sect within the Jewish tradition.




* God intimately involved with all aspects of human life.  
· NT  period (45 - 100 CE): formalisation and centralisation of the Christian Churches.

* God revealed to humankind in and through the experiences of human history.
· Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican, Pentecostal





* Salvation is a gift from God: offered through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
CHRISTIANITY 
A living, integrated belief system, linked to the life of adherents, providing a distinctive answer to enduring questions of human existence.

The diversity of expression within, and the underlying unity of the whole religious tradition.
Significant aspects (What) + Importance (Why) + Influence in life of adherents (How)
Variety of sources & appropriate terminology

Sacred Texts & Writings












Core Ethical Teachings
· Importance of the Bible (identify)







-  Principal ethical teachings (outline)
· Extracts from the Bible to demonstrate principal beliefs (examine)




-  Importance of ethical teachings in life of adherents (describe)
· The Bible provides deep spiritual insights for Christians.





* Ten Commandments (Decalogue) critical source of ethical guidance.
· The word of God: variation in the inspiration for the sacred writings.



* Respect for human life, human dignity, personal integrity.
· Shows the actions of God in human history culminating in the life and ministry of Jesus.

* Beatitudes: significant ethical statements by Jesus; a life directed towards holiness.
· Highlights key beliefs and provides guidelines for ritual, prayer, worship and ethical guidance.
* Beatitudes provide a model for Christian life.
· Application of the Bible differs across Christian denominations.




* Jesus commandment of love: love of God and love of neighbour; Golden rule.
· Divinity and humanity of Jesus (Matthew 16:13-20 & John 1:1 -14)



* Christians expected to place considerable value on ethical teachings.
· Nature of God and the Trinity (Luke 3:21-22 & John 5:1-12)




* Christian ethos of care for the marginalised reflects ministry of Jesus.
· Revelation (2 Timothy 3:15-16 & 2 Peter 1:20-21)






· Salvation (Romans 5:1-11 & Matthew 25:26-31)
Observances
· Different types of personal prayer (describe)
· Christians called to be people of prayer; traditional and contemporary prayers; formal and informal;  Lord’s prayer; Rosary; Prayer of the Church (Divine Office); Prayers of intercession; Communion of Saints; reflection and meditation; reading from the Bible.
