Account for the present religious landscape in Australia in relation to 
Denominational Switching

· Denominational switching is far more common in Protestant denominations than in Catholic or Orthodox groups.

· Catholic and Orthodox Christians tend to have a higher level of denominational loyalty based on their appreciation of their own distinctive histories, traditions and loyalties.

· Younger Protestants search for a new denomination based on factors such as liking the minister, style of worship and music etc.

· People look for the right congregation, one that meets their needs, expresses their faith in culturally appropriate ways and addresses their concern in meaningful ways.

· People focus on personal needs rather than the needs of their traditional community.

· In 1996, there was a 60% increase in Pentecostal figures over 10 years due partly to the fact that Pentecostal groups attract many people who have been disaffected by other Christian communities.

· Many people leave Pentecostalism after about 2 years, showing that for many it is exciting and involving in the short term but unfulfilling in the long run.

 
·People return to church after years of absence.

  
·Regular church service has had a decline in recent years.

  
·Death- leads to switch because of dissatisfaction with the religion.

  
·People want shorter services and therefore switch.

· Denominational switching is one of the important forces shaping denominational balances in Christians in Australia.

· Many Anglican and Protestant attendees change denominations to find the congregation that is right for them.

· The level of switching in and out of the Catholic Church is very low.

· 3 specific causes of denominational switching:


 1.
People are looking for religious practices that are more relevant to them


 2.
People are looking for religious communities that cater for their specific needs


 3.
People are looking for a religious group that is community orient

Account for the present religious landscape in Australia in relation to
 New Age Religions

The New Age phenomena is characterized by interest in the body and experience, objects and rituals. It generally focuses on individual fulfillment, perfection and mystical experience. They also focus on the opportunity for a person to possess a unique power to be transformed and renewed and made more able to function in a complex world.

New Age is influential by Eastern nations of the cycle f time, rebirth and the divine within. Some Christians have been influenced by aspects of New Age such as a renewal of emphasis on meditation or a greater sense of spirituality.  Australian examples of New Age include:

· The annual Mind, Body and Spirit festival including an array of yoga, transcendental mediation, psychic experts, exponents of crystals and environmental spirituality

· Increased interaction in astrology and divination e.g. Australia spends over $150,000 per month on horoscopes and psychic phone calls

· The willingness of some to identify with European nature religions such as paganism and The Craft (witchcraft) 

Account for the present religious landscape in Australia in relation to

Immigration.

· Immigration has had the most dramatic effect on the religious landscape in Australia, leading to an increase in some groups and decline in others.

· Australia has taken more immigrants then any other country in the world

· Initially the majority of immigrants were from Europe and from a Christian background

· Massive post war immigrants came in waves and changed the ethnic mix in Australia

E.g. As a result of immigration there are now 14 denominations of Orthodoxy in Australia

· Ethnic diversity has forced recognition of the fact that not all Australians know England as their homeland

· There is a greater acceptance of immigrants in Australia and a stronger push towards compassion to refugees.

